4 Section Focus

Key Terms  Magna Carta m common law
® Board of Trade w Navigation Acts

® Dominion of New England w divine right
® Glorious Revolution

Main Idea The American colonists suc-
ceeded in establishing a measure of self-
government, The royal governors, however,
remained powerful, and England refused to

grant the colonists the same rights as people
in England.
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Virginia, 1676, Powe
governor, Sir Willj
his plantey friends. The House of Burgesses is un.
der their contypol. No election has been held in
fourteen yeurs, Berkeley and his friends direct the
colony’s fur trade with the Indians, The price of
tobaceo is so low that it doesn’t pay 1o ship it. The
BOvVernor writes that six oyt of seven planters are
poor, discontented, in debt, and armed. Rather
than do something about their discontent, the
House of Burgesses passes laws to take away the
vote of landless freemen, On the frontje
attack and kill some

Iis in the hands of the royal

r Indians
new  settlers. Frontier
planters call for revenge, but the governor jg re-
luctant, He doesn’t want to kill innocent Indians
Or upset the fur trade, Enter Nathaniel Bacon,

Bacon's ReseLLion
Nathaniel Bacon was 4 new immigrant to Virginia
and a tobacco planter, When the governop refused
to punish the Indians, Bacon organized, without
official approval, an expedition of 300 men to do
what the governor would not. The expedition at-
tacked and killed the first Indians they came
across. These Indians happened to pe peaceful,
fur-trading friends of the governor, who became
furious. But Bacon’s action had made him so popu-
lar the governor felt helpless to do anything more
than call for new elections to the assembly.

Bacon was elected to the assembly and helped
push through needed reforms. When the assembly
then voted to send Bacon on another Indian expe-

am Berkeley, and a handful of

3 Struggles for Political Power

Objectives As you read, look for angye, ot
g0 (questions:

;'.":A‘JI::::‘;&!]JS did the colonists take 1

achieve self-government?

2. Why did England want strong econmj,

mmlmis over the colonies?

3. What is meant by the “rights of

Englishmen?"
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dition, the governor raised an army in his abger,
Civil war broke out when Bacon returned, Bac
attacked and burned Jamestown (an attack fp,
which it never really recovered), The Kovery,
fled across the ( hesapeake, Bacon get up a pe
government and denounced Berkeley and h
friends as “sponges” and “Juggling parasites,”
No one knows what might have happened iy thi
first American rebellion had Bacon lived, Byt B
con fell ill and quickly died. Without le
the rebel movement collapsed. Bae
Governor Berkeley took his revenge. He execute
23 of Bacon’s followers, an action that prompteg
Charles 1T to say: “That old foo] has hanged mope

men in that naked country than I have dope for
the murder of my father.”

Berkeley was rec
Nor was appointed

-adc,-rship
k in contro|

alled to England, 4 new gover.
» and things settled down in Vir.
ginia. Most of Bacon's reforms stayed in place,
however, and no later governor dared assume ag
much power a5 Berkeley had. One small step had

been taken against tyranny and toward gelf.
government,

AcHieving Sn.r-Govunnmnr
The American Revolution was
cal self-government for the
For more than a century and
pendence, the colonists had b
of ruling themselves,
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vk Historical Documents

R16 of this book. elite th . B B

money. For i Ithor
When Maryland was founded, the charter give tribute Crown la made maz f
to Lord Baltimore required that < the ad- them rich.
vice and consent of the colonists. In 1638 the Representatiy es oy
tlers asked for the right to introduce laws, from towns, as in Ney , or from ¢ 3
was the same right Parliament had, Wy waiting i Coloni s. Vots

timore’s answer, which would take months,

thev

ahead and passed some laws they

thought necessary. Wi

1#3 + } hki o - = g
v, Baltimore granted the blies gradually grew in

wul
assem a role in legislation. In a similar way right to introduce both legi on ar
each colony established some sort of répresenta- | They considered themselves -equals

+
Parliament.

This picture shows the Old
Senate chambers of the Mary-
land state capitol at Annapolis,
The laws passed by colonists in
Maryland were an early exam-

ple of self-government for the
colonies. PARTICIPATION If you
were establishing a new colonial
government, what laws would
you first propose?
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R
Pouicies OF EMPIRE
England did not forget the purpose of its colonies:
1o make Engl.and more powerful and more
wealthy. According to the practice of mercantilism
(page 33), each pax:t of the empire should contrib-
ute to the prosperity of the whole. Thus England
encouraged those economic activities that sup-
plied the empire with needed food and raw
materials.

Beginning in 1660 England gave new strength
and direction to its empire. It began exerting
stronger controls over the economic activities of
the colonies. It drove Dutch competition from the
Americas. It also established a parliamentary
committee, the Board of Trade, to oversee policy
in the empire.

This policy was spelled out in a series of Naviga-
tion Acts. The Navigation Act of 1660 decreed
that all colonial trade had to take place in English
ships or in colonial-owned ships with English cap-
tains. An important effect of the law was to en-
courage colonial shipbuilding. The law also listed
goods, such as tobacco, indigo, and sugar, that
could be sold only to England or to another
colony—but not to the Dutch.

The Navigation Act of 1663 was a further strike
at Dutch and other European traders. It specified
that all European imports to the colonies had to
pass through England first. There the govern-
ment would collect both import and export duties
on the same goods. This law was generally ig-
nored, and the colonists freely engaged in
smuggling.

The colonists also ignored a Navigation Act
passed in 1673. That act sent English tax officials
to the colonies to collect the duties on colonial
goods not destined for England. The colonial lead-
ers despised the tax officials and were reluctant to
cooperate. This was particularly true in New
England.

MAP SKILLS

English settlers established colonies along the North American
coast. What were the two earliest English settlements? What
natural feature formed the western boundary of the colonies?

CRITICAL THINKING Why, do you think, were the English settle-
~ ments located on or near the coast?

Parliament reacted by trying to put the colonies
under direct rule of the Crown. Between 1686 and
1688 the New England colonies were consolidated
into the Dominion of New England. The domin-
ion included Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Plymouth, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and parts
of New Jersey and New York. Governor of the do-
minion was Sir Edmund Andros, by all accounts
an arrogant and tactless man. He abolished the
legislative assemblies of New England and insti-
tuted the Church of England as the official reli-
gion. New England might have rebelled then and
there, but a revolution in England made it
unnecessary.

Tue Grorious RevoLuTioN

For the previous two centuries English monarchs
had claimed that the basis of their authority was
divine right. Such a God-given right to rule meant
that they could ignore popular opinion or Parlia-
ment. On the other hand, the English people had a
strong tradition of rights going back to the Magna
Carta, During the seventeenth century, the Crown
and Parliament battled for control.

The final showdown came in 1688. In that year
King James II made clear that he planned to in-
stall Catholicism as the state religion of England.
Appalled, prominent leaders of Parliament turned
to William of Orange, ruler of the Netherlands
and husband of James’s daughter Mary. They in-
vited the royal couple to lead an uprising on behalf
of the peoples’ liberties. Unable to find any popu-
lar support, James fled to France. Parliament
then named Willlam and Mary as rulers of
England.

The issue was thus decided: the Crown’s author-
ity was dependent on Parliament and the people it
represented. Law had precedence over the whims
of a king. To make this clear, Parliament passed a
Bill of Rights that reaffirmed such old rights as no
taxation without Parliamentary consent, no cruel
or unjust punishment, free speech in Parliament,
no imprisonment without a trial, and the right to
petition. This vietory of Parliament’s was called
the Glorious Revolution,

The Glorious Revolution had its effect in the col-
onies. For one, the good citizens of Massachusetts
promptly put Governor Andros and his cohorts in
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rect it.
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In the long term the Glorious hRevzig:i(:; an
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ernors were to rule by authority ol 4 1o b
Parliament. Governors could vetobilggisi;t}:(e);.could
ismiss assemblies.
could postpone or dismiss as s 4
ismiss j s at will. And they
appoint and dismiss all Judges a i Ly
:;)Lﬁd create courts without Juries. Hard feelings
grew as colonial assemblies tried tq assert th'e
same rights that Parliament had won in the Glori-

ous Revolution.

4 The Colonial Economies
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Objectives As you read, look for answers t,
these questions:

1. In what ways did
of natural resources?
2. What accounted for regiona] differences
in the colonia] economies?

3. What were some effects of American
prosperity?

the colonists make ygsa

S i;hese, Franklin encour
Mericang ¢, develop thrif,

¢
therWiSQ-?lu ‘

—_—

This watercolor, [
British sailor in 1
the inhumane co
deck on a slave s
How did slave tra,
their treatment

diligence, hoy
was both mop
developed, tp,

UsiNG The L
The colonia]
products ang
Extractive ac
Sume natyrg]
ing, fishing, |
(primarily jp,
€cessary {
tive activitieg
ing of land it
activity in the
Land speey,
to resell jt g¢ :
out the colonj
tunes, The
Speculatorg v
those cities p
arrivals and t;
in the backeoy,

Smnuumm
It diq not tak,
realize that tl
assachusett;
ing Season
ut Subsisten,
food fop one’s
ests ang seas
€W Englan



