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gpeak in public. They won over thousands of con-

verts to the abolitionist cause.

Women, however, were not welcome to the
cause—they were believed to be intruding into the
male sphere. In Massachusetts ministers spoke
out against the women reformers. When abolition-
ists Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton
tried to attend an Anti-Slavery Convention in
London, they were denied recognition. Mott, Stan-
ton, and the Grimké sisters all came to the same
conclusion: to be effective reformers they would
have to achieve a broader role for women in soci-
ety. In Sarah Grimké’s words, “All I ask our
brethren is that they will take their heels from our
necks and permit us to stand upright on that
ground which God designed us to occupy.”

In 1848 the women’s rights movement formally
began when Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton called for a meeting at Seneca Falls, New
York. The gathering of some 100 men and women
endorsed a Declaration of Women's Rights.
Among the rights they called for was the right to
vote. It would be a long time in coming.
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( m Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
x Main Idea As a result of both diplomacy and
: a war with Mexico, the borders of the
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) @ Grande and west to the Pacific Ocean.
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SECTION REVIEW

1. Key Terms |yceum, utopia, abolitionist

2. Peore Sarah Hale, William Lloyd Garrison,
Sarah and Angelina Grimké, Lucretia Mott, Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton

3. Compremension By what means did reformers
seek to influence public opinion?

4. Comprenension What was the relationship be-
tween the abolitionist movement and the women'’s
rights movement?

5. CrimeaL THinking How were the calls for re-
form a response to problems created by the Indus-
trial Revolution?

*
*
*
*

Objectives As you read, look for answers to
these questions:

1. What was the role of traders in the ex-
pansion of the frontier?

2. Why did the United States go to war with
Mexico?

3. What caused massive migrations to the
Great Salt Lake basin? To California?

*
*

Westward-moving Americans had always been a
tep ahead of their government. Restless, eager,
v enturous, and greedy, the Americans of the
acksonian era pushed beyond the borders of the
Inited States. This westward thrust was three-
ronged: into New Mexico, into Texas, and into
', ifornia and Oregon. With the exception of Ore-
" , it was a thrust into Mexican territory.

Orecon CounTRY

Since the 1790s both Britain and the United
States had claimed the Oregon Country (map,
page 219). In 1811 John Jacob Astor’s American
Fur Company set up a trading post at Astoria at
the mouth of the Columbia River. The British
soon took it over, however, in the War of 1812. Af-
ter the war, the British and the Americans agreed
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that settlers from both countries could move into
the Oregon Country.

By the 1820s the Hudson'’s Bay Company, a Brit-
ish fur-trading firm, had Oregon firmly in its con-
trol. Managing the company’s fur-trading
enterprise in Oregon was John McLoughlin. The
huge, white-haired Scotsman ruled with such
firmness and fairness that the Indians called him
“White Eagle.”

American fur traders—called mountain men—
were reluctant to challenge McLoughlin. From
their base at St. Louis they turned their attention
to the Rocky Mountains. The towering Rockies,
however, presented a problem. No one knew a
good way to cross the range.

In 1823 mountain man Jedediah Smith was on
the lookout for a route into the mountains. While
spending the winter with the Crow Indians in Wy-
oming, Smith learned about a pass over the moun-

tains. So excited was he at the prospect of

crossing the mountains, he set out in winter and
indeed found South Pass. The result of Smith’s
trailblazing was the Oregon Trail .

In the 1830s, with mountain men as guides,
American missionaries traveled the route to Ore-
gon. Their glowing reports of Oregon’s fertile Wil-
lamette River valley had great impact. A wagon
train of 800 men, women, and children arrived in
1843. Over the following four years, some 4,000
settlers moved into Oregon.
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Into MexicaN TERRITORY |
Spain had discouraged trade, or contag 2
kind, between its colonial outposts anq ]
cans. American traders who ventured into g |
ish territory were jailed or expelled. Thag Chan:
with Mexican independence in 1821,

The news of Mexican independence inspiredWi
liam Becknell of Franklin, Missouri. For 2 deggy
American traders had eyed Santa Fe, ap Ol §
in the Mexican province of New Mexico, Wi,
caravan of pack animals and four compam'oi
Becknell set out for Santa Fe carrying such gy
as hardware, cloth, needles, and china. He Made,
handsome profit and became known as the fighe
of the Santa Fe Trail. Thereafter, trading en}
vans crossed the plains each year until 1844 yie
Mexico closed Santa Fe to Americans. Mexig®

action came too late. Americans had already mi

that Mexico’s hold on its northern provinces %

weak. :
Mexican independence also opened Califtm:
(then part of Mexico) to American traders. \imh;
ship traders arrived in California to trade withte
Californios, the Spanish-speaking residentstfits
region. The Californios ran huge ranches onle
given to them by the Mexican government. G5
and horses thrived with little care on Caifm®
fertile grasslands. Indian laborers perfo™®
much of the drudgery, including preparing
hides and tallow for export. ’
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CRITICAL THINKING Why were forts built along these trails?

On board one of the American ships trading in
California was a college student, Richard Henry
Dana. His book, Two Years Before the Mast (1840),
stirred the interest of Americans about California.
“In the hands of an enterprising people, what a
country this might be!” he wrote. Over the next
few years, Americans began to find their way
overland to California. In 1845 Califora’s non-

Indian population was 7,000. Abuut 700 of these
Were Americans.

SETTUNG Texas

Texas was yet another portion of Mexico that at-
tracted Americans, Although the terms of the
- Adamg-Onjg Treaty (1819) recognized Texas as

This map shows the main routes to the American West. Use the map’s scale to determine the distance
between Fort Walla Walla and Fort Vancouver. What was

he name of the trail leading to Salt Lake City?

part of Mexico, westerners had never accepted
that fact. Missouri senator Thomas Hart Benton
said he hoped to take over Texas “whenever it
could be done with peace and honor.”

Not long after the Adams-Onis Treaty was
signed, American settlers were crossing the bor-
der into Texas. The first American settlement was
San Félipe de Austin, laid out by Stephen F.
Austin in 1823. The Mexican government had
granted Americans the right to settle in Texas if
they were Catholic and pledged loyalty to Mexico.
By 1830 the American community in Texas had
grown to about 10,000, including 1,000 slaves. The
Texans talked hopefully of the time when they
would be part of the United States,
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in::ztlt\}“x“.““ government, alarmed by the grow-
ement, tried to place limits on the Texans.
In 1830 Mexico prohibited immigration into Texas
aful the importation of slaves, It also placed sky-
high duties on imports from the United States.

o,
lexans saw only one solution to these unpopular
measures: revolt,

An INDEPENDENT TExas

l.utu. in 1835 the Texans attacked, driving the
M't'XI.c:m forces from the Alamo, an abandoned
IIssion in San Antonio. In response, the Mexican
lca(_l(-r Santa Anna swept northward early the fol-
lowing year with several thousand troops. He
stormed and destroyed the small American garri-
son in the Alamo. Six weeks later, on April 21,
1836, the Texans struck back. Led by Sam Hous-
ton, they defeated Santa Anna at the Battle of San
Jacinto. Texas was now independent.

Texans had hoped to join the Union at once, but
this was not to be. Admission of Texas would mean
one more slave state, and many northerners were
determined to stop the spread of slavery. Govern-
ment leaders also feared that annexing Texas
would mean war with Mexico.

Tue ErLecrion oF Pork

What to do about Texas became an issue in the
presidential campaign of 1844. Most people
thought that the Democrats would nominate Mar-
tin Van Buren, Jackson’s successor, for President.
Van Buren had a fatal flaw, however: he opposed
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Texas annexation. Southern ang WN‘
crats foreed the party to look d Blepy
party choice for the 1844 electioy, :{ewh%\
known James K. Polk of Tenneggeq, % the

Polk believed the annexation of Texag \
necessity and a right. He also pleaseq .
by urging “the re-occupation of ()l"eg-
ideas reflected a surge of feeling j. tOn,n»
States that it was the destiny of _he
streteh from sea to sea. The Atlangj, 3
cific oceans, many felt, were oup “natu,.:d L
ries.” The acquisition of Oregon, Calify bN :
Texas was, a newspaper declared, themh'ﬂ ._
maniiest destint.

The election of ‘Polk as President in ._
naled a new interest in western : 18“* -;
gress quickly voted to annex Texag, Which Co, ‘
the Union in late 1845. Then Polk o :
British into negotiations over Oregon,
they accepted Polk’s offer to divide Ol‘egon lig
try at the forty-ninth parallel. The Ameﬁcanc“ ]
would become the states of Washingmn, hey
and Idaho. 0"0\ 1
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War With Mexico

Polk also tried to negotiate with Mexico, Hg
special envoy John Slidell to Mexico with an offs
to set the southern boundary of Texas at thef,
Grande and to buy New Mexico and Califon, -

200, Y « .
exico eould settle the issue.

Spanish missionaries foundsl
San Antonio in 1718. During ]
mid-1800s, when this pictire
was made, San Antoniowss
home to about 4,000 peope:
Today, it is one of the tenl
est cities in the United St =
ECONOMICS Juddamﬁ.,
picture, what was
main economic activity?!
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During the Mexican War, United States forces battled Mexicans from the Pacific coast to Mexico City.
Who led American troops in the battle of Buena Vista? CRITICAL THINKING Why might southerners and

westerners have supported the war while easterners opposed it?

Polk had already sent General Zachary Taylor to
occupy territory near the Rio Grande and protect
the frontier. When fighting broke out between
Taylor’s troops and Mexican soldiers in May 1846,
Polk had his excuse for'war Mexico “has invaded
our territory and shed American blood upon the
American soil,” Polk told Congress in his War
Message.

Most Americans in the South and West were en-
thusiastic about the Mexican War. In the North-
east, people denounced it. The Massachusetts
- legislature called it a war of conquest. Abolition-

Ists saw the war as a slavery plot. The expansion-
1885, claimed the poet James Russell Lowell, just
- Wanted “bigger pens to cram with slaves.” Never-
,theleSS, Opposition to war was never as strong as
fiad been in 1812. The Mexican War, unlike the

War of 1812, wentewell for.the United States from
the very beginning.

American troops enjoyed success in both New
Mexico and California. In the summer of 1846
Colonel Stephen Kearny (CAR-nih) seized New
Mexico. Meanwhile, Americans in California
staged the Bear Flag Revolt against Mexican au-
thorities. Led by explorer John C. Frémont, these
Americans then seized California without resis-
tance. The inhabitants of Los Angeles found
American rule oppressive. The Californios there
rebelled, forcing the Americans to withdraw.
However, forces under Frémont, Kearny, and na-
val commander Robert Stockton recaptured Los
Angeles in January 1847.

Inited States forces invaded Mexico from two

‘neral Taylor moved south from
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Texas, defeating Santa Anna’s troops at Buena
Vista in February 1847. The following month Gen-
eral Winfield Scott landed at Veracruz and battled
inland toward Mexico City. Outside the city they
encountered fierce resistance from defenders of
Chapultepec, the fortress that housed the national
military academy. The young military cadets
fought to the death rather than surrender, earning
the name Los Nirnios Heroicos, or “young heroes.”
Mexico City fell in September 1847.

The Mexican War ended with the Fneatywol
Guadalupesilidalzor (GWAD-uhl-oop hih-DAL-
go) in 1848. Inythe treaty; Mexico ) c%&:
Weﬁs‘aboﬁn aryv and ce ded New M A
California, and the land between them (the Mexi-
can Cession) to the United States. Five years later
the United States agreed to pay Mexico $10 mil-
lion for a strip of land in what is now New Mexico
and Arizona. This deal, known as the Gadsden
Purchase, completed the present-day southwest-
ern boundary of the United States.

Tue MormoN TrRex 10 SaLT LAKE

Within the land ceded by Mexico was the Great
Salt Lake basin—the destination of thousands of
migrating Mormons. The Mormons belonged to
the Church of Latter Day Saints, which Joseph
Smith founded in western New York State in 1830.
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The Mormons stressed economje ,
€0, N

rather than competition. This brought \
conflict with their neighbors, who yjg, ey &
operation as a form of monopoly, Msdth%\?
nomic ways alone caused strong rogs o e:
the frontier. Resentment turneq ¢, o, 2
pel-secution, however, V.Vhen Mormons ¢ [
practice polygamy——havmg two op ——
the same time. le&‘{

In 1844 an anti-Mormon mob in Uine 8
dered Joseph Smith. His succesggy N b
Young, decided to move his flock b’eangk’
boundaries of the United States. Thyg aond N
migration began. Thousands of MO"mOns%k
into the Great Salt Lake basin. Here therl ?
thriving city, Salt Lake City. They ag, Ui,
expert at desert farming, developing g ye b%%
system of irrigation. Mgy

Tue Cauirornia GoLb RusH
Early in 1848, while the Mormons were How
into the Great Salt Lake basin, a Calif% *
named James Marshall noticed some flocks ¢
bright metal in a stream where a sawmil] q
ing built. “My eye was caught by Something g,
ing in the bottom of the ditch,” he remembereq
reached my hand down and picked it up; it py

Sahe s
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my heart thump, for I was certain it was golg*

O 500 This painting shows a Momg
e camp meeting at Council Bl
lowa. The town, then knownzs
Kanesville, was settled by
Mormons in 1846, It waskix
renamed to commemorate Le
and Clark'’s council therewith
local Indians in 1804. RELGH
Why did the Mormons makeft
trek to Utah? :
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g8 First complete American dictionary is Ap
I American Dictionary of the English
1anguage, by Noah Webster.

galtimore & Ohio Railroad opens, first
steam railroad to carry passengers and
freight.

»america” sung publicly in the Park Street
church by Boston school children (July 4).
First railway passenger deaths occur when
a passenger car overturns in New Jersey.

1841 Oberlin College confers degrees on women.
Edgar Allan Poe writes first detective story,
“The Murders in the Rue Morgue.”

1847 Michigan abolishes capital punishment.

1949  Elizabeth Blackwell, first woman doctor of
medicine, graduates from Geneva Medical
College of Western New York.

1830

1831

1833

Gold it was. Its discovery at Sutter’s Mill caused
pearts to thump across the United States and be-
vond. Several months later a San Francisco news-
iJapel' reported:

The whole country from San Francisco to
Los Angeles and from the seashore to the
base of the Sierra Nevada resounds to the
sordid ery of gold, gold!, GOLD! while the
field is left half planted, the house half

CHAPTER 7 TIMELINE

built and everything neglected but the
manufacture of shovels and pickaxes.

The possibility of acquiring instant riches was
irresistible—particularly when one’s neighbors
and family sent back glowing reports from the
land of gold. In a letter to his family in Missouri, a
goldseeker wrote, “You know Bryant, the carpen-
ter who used to work for Ebenezer Dixon, well, he
has dug more gold in the last six months than a
mule can pack.” Such reports triggered the Gold
Rush of 1849. Tens of thousands of “forty-niners”
made their way to California by land and by sea.
By 1850 California had a non-Indian population of
93,000 and was ready for statehood.

—*____—________—m

1. Key Terms Oregon Trail, Santa Fe Trail, mani-
fest destiny, Mexican War, Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo

2. PeopLe anp Praces Oregon Country, Stephen
Austin, Alamo, Santa Anna, James Polk, Joseph
Smith, Brigham Young

3. Comprenension What was the role of traders in
the expanding frontier?

4. Comprenension What attitudes and events led
to the Mexican War?

5. CrimicaL THINKING Large numbers of settlers
moved to California and the Great Salt Lake basin
in the 1840s. What factors today cause people to
move from one part of the country to another?
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