2 The Drums of War

Section Focus
Key Term Confederate States of America

Main Mdea Following the election of Abra-
ham Lincoln as President, the states of the
lower South seceded from the Union and
formed their own government. The Civil
War began when the South attacked Fort
Sumter.
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Objectives As you read. look for answers W
these questions: ;
L. What part did the issue of slavery play in
the election of 15607

2 Why did Lincoln's election canse the
southern states to secede?
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As the election year of 1860 opened, the South
was In an uproar. Thousands were Joining military

csmpanies. Rumors of slave insurrections and abo-
Btionist invaders abounded. E‘kcr\ Yankee was an

enemy. Some northerners were tarred and feath-
ered, and 2 few were hynched.

Tus Erecrion oF 1860

b The widening chasm between North and South

mipped apart the Democratic Party. At the party
eomvention in Charleston, southern Democrats in-
@sted that the platform eall for the protection of
slavery in the territories. But Stephen Douglas,
who controlled 2 majority of the delegates,

E refsed to abandon the principle of popular sover-

§ eigaty. The convention
b didate. Southern Democrats,

then moved to Baltimore.
chose Douglas as their can-
meeting in a eon-
vention hall across town, nominated John C.

& Breckinridge of Kentucky.

With the Democrats divided, the Republicans

b knew that they had a good chance at winning the

presidency. There was great e)_:‘:t—:ri:" at thewr
makeshift wooden convention hall in Chicago. The
galleries were filled with spectators instructed 1o
shout as loudly as they eould for their own candi-
dates. The oe.ega.e- adopted a
called for im .J.z the extension of slavery. On the
third ballot they nominated Abraham Lincoln for
President.

A fourth party, the Union Party,
nominated John Bell of Tt!‘.f)é’i\;et. Bell favored
compromise and moderation as a way of saving the
Union.

The election of 1860 was really two different
races, one in the North and one in the South. In
the North the main contenders were Lincoln and
Dougias. In the South they were Breckinridge and
Bell. Lincoln and Breckinridge were on the ex-
tremes, the one against any extension of slavery,
the other for protecting slavery in the territories.
Dougias and Bell were moderates who hoped to
save the Union through compromise.

The election results made it clear that the nation
was no longer in 2 mood to compromise. Lincoln
won with 60 percent of the northern vote and a
majority of the electoral vote. Breckinridge car-
nedmostc{thebanh.Dwgh_andBeﬂdldweh
only in the border states—the states between
North and South.

Mass hysteria swept through the South upon
the Republican victory. Lincolns election, south-
erners were certain, meant their ruin. They fore-
saw slave insurrections and dreaded the effect of
northern majority rule. The vote for Lincoln had
been, one southerner said, “a deliberate. cold-
blooded insult and outrage™ to southern honor.

,_V...s._f orm & '.us.
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Secession anp ConrFeDERACY
Southern radicals saw no alternative but to secede
from the Union. Lincoln had never claimed he
would abolish slavery altogether; he had only said
that it should not spread to the territories. But
few in the South listened. They assumed that the
new President planned to free the slaves.

South Carolina led the way, seceding from the
Union on December 20, 1860. In its “Declaration
of the Causes of Secession,” the South Carolina

legislature Justified its action on the basis of

states’ rights, According to this argument, the
states had voluntarily joined the Union and had
therefore the right to leave the Union. With Lin-
coln’s forthcoming inauguration, the declaration
stated, “The slaveholding states will no longer
have the power of self-government, or self-
protection, and the federal government will have
become their enemy. . ..”

During the next eight weeks Mississippi, Florida,
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas voted to
secede from the Union. It was a revolution fed by
passion and emotion. “You might as well attempt

—

to control a tornado as to attempt to stop the kY
southerner observed. The seceding States g ¢
lished a new nation, the Confederate Staee *
\merica, in February 1861. For Presidey
chose Jefferson Davis of Mississippi, and g, |
president, Alexander H. Stephens of Georgiy ‘
cession, Jefferson Davis pointed out, wyg g
sary to “renew such sacrifices as our fathepg Mag
to the holy cause of constitutional liberty,»

But how could the Confederacy talk about
erty and hold 3.5 million black people in hopg )
'I‘h(‘* Confederate constitution answered the Ques.
tion bluntly. “Our new government is foundeq_ 7
upon the great truth that the Negro is not equg)
to the white man,” Stephens wrote., Liberty' 5
other words, was for white people only.

Jefferson Davis also spoke bluntly aboyt the
South’s economic dependence on slaves, The
South could not afford to give up property worth
many millions of dollars. Nor could southern agri.
culture be expected to continue without slaves,
Davis argued that slavery was “absolutely neces.
sary to the wants of civilized man.”

Yet only about one-fourth of the white families
of the Confederacy owned slaves. What about the
other three-fourths? Why should they be Wwilling
to fight the battles of the slaveholders? For many,
the answer was simple: to protect hearth and
homeland. As one Confederate soldier later told
his Yankee captor, “I'm fighting because you're
down here.”

Representatives from the seceding states convened in Montgom-
ery, Alabama, to form the Confederate States of America. They
elected Jefferson Davis president. Davis's inauguration took place
on the steps of Montgomery's capitol building in 1861. Because it
lacked hard currency, the new Confederate government issued
Paper money, such as the treasury note below. NATIONAL
IDENTITY How did the Confederate states

justify their secession?
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The idea that states had the right to defy the na-
tional government was hardly new. It had been
asserted in the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions
of 1798-1799 as well as by South Carolina during
the nullification controversy of 1828-1832. Now,
however, most northerners rejected the principle.
. President Buchanan, although he sympathized
with the southern cause, spoke for the majority.
The Constitution of the United States, Buchanan
said, was the supreme law of the land. If secession
. were permitted, the Union would become “a rope
~ of sand.” He warned that the 33 states could
~ break up “into as many petty, jarring, and hostile
. republics.” Abraham Lincoln, soon to take office,
~ agreed with Buchanan. “The Union is older than

i

~ any of the states,” said Lincoln, “and, in fact, it

1

‘u'eabed them as states.”

Union is older than any of the
s, and, in fact, it created them as
;’

—Abraham Lincoln, 1861

Secession also raised the issue of democracy and
majority rule. From the South’s point of view, ma-
jority rule was a threat to liberty. The unre-
stricted right of the majority to dictate to the
minority was nothing less than tyranny, southern-
ers said.

The North saw it differently. James Russell
Lowell, a poet and essayist, complained that after
being “defeated overwhelmingly before the peo-
ple,” southerners were now questioning “the right
of the majority to govern.” He added, “Their
quarrel is not with the Republican Party, but with
the theory of democracy.”

THe FaiLure or ComprOMISE

As war threatened, Congress made one last at-
tempt to reach a compromise. Senator John J.
Crittenden of Kentucky proposed to restore the
Missouri Compromise line of 36°30" as the division
between free and slave states and territories. Lin-
coln, however, would have none of it. From
Springfield he wrote a friend, “The tug has to
come, and better now than later.” The Republi-
cans refused to allow the extension of slavery, and

the South would have no less. The compromise
failed.
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ough passion may have strained, it
t break our bonds of affection.”
—Abraham Lincoln, 1861

_As Lincoln’s inauguration approached, the na-
tion waited. What would he do? In his First Inau-
gural Address, Lincoln made public his position.
!{e told the audience that he had no intention of
Interfering with slavery in the states where it al-
ready existed. But he also asserted that “the
Union of these states is perpetual.” No state, he
said, could lawfully withdraw from the Union.

Lincoln announced that he would use the power
of the federal government “to hold, occupy, and
possess the property, and places belonging to the
government, and to collect the duties and im-
posts.” Yet Lincoln did not want to provoke war.

“There will be no invasion,” Lincoln said, “no us-
ing of force against, or among the people any-
where.” Lincoln urged calmness. “We are not
enemies, but friends,” he concluded. “Though pas-
sion may have strained, it must not break our
bonds of affection.”

Crisis ar Fort Sumrer

Once in office, Lincoln faced a crucial decision:
what to do about Fort Sumter in Charleston har-
bor and Fort Pickens in the harbor of Pensacola,
Florida. Each needed supplies. In January 1861,
President Buchanan had sent a ship carrying sup-
plies and reinforcements to Fort Sumter, but it
turned back when fired upon by South Carolina
batteries. Now time was running out for Major
Robert Anderson and his garrison at Fort Sumter.
If Lincoln withdrew the garrison, he would be rec-
ognizing the Confederacy. If he supplied the garri-
son, he risked war. On April 6, 1861, Lincoln
announced that he was sending relief expeditions
to both Fort Sumter and Fort Pickens.

Lincoln’s announcement meant he intended to
fight if necessary. Confederate leaders decided to
attack Fort Sumter before the supply ship ar-
rived. At 4:30 AM. on April 12, 1861, the shore
guns opened fire on the island fort. For 33 hours
the Confederates fired shells into the fort, until its

walls were partly demolism

quarters were on fire. Anderson hag Lemf:bf
men well under cover, firing only the lowesg : &
guns at the Confederates. But the %q
choking from the smoke, and the fire thrq:“
to reach the fort's supplies of gunpowqey Ay
son then lowered the Stars and Stripes and o
rendered to the Confederates. No gpe had l::
killed, but the Civil War had begun.

Couro War Have Been Avoinep?
Historians have long debated the causes ¢
Civil War. Was slavery the cause of the wgp
economic differences? Or constitutiong] diffes.
ences? Or even bungling leadership?

For decades the South and North had been dit
ferent, and for decades they had Compromjs
their differences. Compromise, however, ng
seemed possible after 1860 because of the intense
disagreement over slavery and the deep distryst
of one section toward the other.

Could the war have been avoided, or was it iney.
itable? Some historians claim that it could have
been avoided with more skillful leadership. The
historian Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., however, con-
cluded that it was inevitable. “The unhappy faet js
that man occasionally works himself into a log:
Jjam; and that the log-jam must be burst by vie-
lence,” Schlesinger has written. “Nothing exists
in history to assure us that the great moral dilem-
mas can be resolved without pain.”
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1. Kev Term Confederate States of America

2. PeorLe AND Praces John C. Breckinridge, John
Bell, Jefferson Davis, John J. Crittenden, Fort
Sumter

3. Comprenension What did the election of 1860
reveal about the political sentiments of North and
South?

4. Comprenension Why did the election of Lincoln
alarm the South?

5. CrimcaL THinkinG Compare the South's reasons
for leaving the Union with the American colonies’
reasons for breaking with Britain,
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